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CH.IUGES TTPOrr APPROPP.IATIOKS. 

.Au npi".rO|iri;ili'^n f<ir (li:> ,^cq^llsi^inn of !;iiiil Is nl.liji;-ilo.l by U\(̂  hrin^^'lii;; t,f 
,\ii\tli:uiu:iti<''n iVoci^/I'm^^, oven Ihmif:)} Ihc pi-ncordiucs .Tie n-it coiutncti^i} 
witliiii llic ]'oriii(l f.̂ i- wbicli tbf ii|iiirn|n-i;il i*iii \v;is iindi-^. 

CcTTijitroller Downey to the Secret;»Ty of the Treasuvy. June 17, 1015: 

liy yuiiv i\-'.(<:tiiUi: <-ff Jttiifi li\ J.Oi.v, } h.ivo t}ifi iiuiuirv r<f ihc 

Secrcfary of War of -Tunc J4, 101,̂ ., whether if eomlemnation pro-
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ceedings for the acquisition of land are instituted before a Federal 
court prior to but not conqiletcd iniLii after June 80, 1015, it will 
be a suflicient ohiigntion of the appropriation to prevent it being 
returned to the Treasury. 

The ajipropriation in qnestion was made hy the act of Miirch 2, 
1018 (87 Stat., 710), of ^850,000 for encanqunent and maneuvers. 
Organized Militia, " t o be immediately available and remain avidl-
able until the end of the fiscal year nincLeen hundred and fifteen," 
and MiiChorized tlic Secretary of" War— 

" t o exjiend $50,000, or so much thereof iis may l*e necessary, for the 
acquisition, by purchase or i-ondenination, of (he necessary land for 
a suitable range for Field AiLillcry target practice, * '^." 

T'lie appr^iprlation aut.hori/.es the acriuisition of laud by condemna
tion proceedings. Where such proceedings :ire brought the time 
wi(:hiii which they nciy be conqiletcd Can not he ahsolniely con
trolled, nevertheless they would be a charge upon tlu^ ap|uoi)riati<in, 
and the only tloubt whether the e.lniigc contimii.vq upon the aiq)ro-
]uiatioii after .luue 80 î  because the ainoimt of that cliargc is indefi-
niU; until the ])roccedings are completed. 

I can see no rcasmi, liowevtM', in (he indefiuitencss of the amount 
for wliich Ihc, a]^propriation is chargealile for Imlding that it has 
lapsed. I t would place, on a most prcc:n'ious footing the iiossibility 
of payment for lands thnMigli condemnation pr<tceedings. altliough 
ihe obligation to tiike t,hc land is tlierc. 

1 am of opinion that the coufjemnation iiroceedings if brought 
hef(u-e June 80 are a charge upon the ai'propriation, so that tliere is 
to be returned to the Treasury only such amount of the appropria
tion as will remain, less (lie amoiint of tliis charge when it is 
determined. 


